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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
County Court Judges Curtis Maschman and Patrick McDermott Awarded 
Distinguished Judge for the Improvement of the Judicial System 
 
 
County Court Judge Curt Maschman of the 1st Judicial District and County Court Judge 

Pat McDermott of the 5th Judicial District were jointly awarded the Distinguished Judge 

for Improvement of the Judiciary Award on Thursday, October 18, 2007.  The award, 

presented by Chief Justice Mike Heavican, is the highest honor given by the Nebraska 

Supreme Court recognizing members of the judiciary for meritorious projects and 

exemplary accomplishments that enhance the vision of justice within Nebraska 

communities. 

 

Judges Maschman and McDermott were honored for their innovation and assistance in 

developing portions of the computer system used in Nebraska’s trial courts. The two 

judges have been diligently working together since 1999 on the Supreme Court 

Automation Advisory Committee.  Both judges were instrumental in the development of 

the DOCKET program, and recognized early on that they could assist with improving 

accuracy and efficiency through the use of computers and the standardization of 

proceedings.  Both adapted their courtrooms to the system, taking the time to iron out 

problems and implement improvements before moving forward. 

 

Pat McDermott has an extensive background in computer programming through his 

previous employment as a programmer-analyst, writing systems for NASA and others.  
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Curt Maschman has proved himself to be an excellent computer user who instinctively 

knows how to make programs work easily and adapt them to the court system.   

 

Each of these judges uses their unique talents to improve the effectiveness and efficiency 

of the computer programs produced through the Supreme Court.   

 

In bestowing the awards, Chief Justice Heavican remarked that it is the dedication of 

Judges Maschman and McDermott that has inspired the JUSTICE team to move rapidly 

and successfully toward their release of new computer projects.   

 

Contacts for Judges: 

 

Hon. Curtis Lee Maschman 
Judge of the County Court 
1700 Stone St, Rm 205 
Falls City, NE  68355 
402-245-2812 
 
Hon. Patrick R. McDermott 
Judge of the County Court 
411 East 11th Street 
Schuyler, NE  68661 
402-352-8511 
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Janice K. Walker, State Court Administrator 

Administrative Office of the Courts  |  P. O. Box 98910 |  Lincoln, NE  68509-8910 
 

 
 


